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It has been estimated by the structures group that the feeds and
subreflectors would travel by about a maximum of 8 inches (") in the
elevation plane as the telescope moves from zenith to horizon, due to the
deflection of the arm which supports the above on the GBT. This would
result in the focus of the main reflector and one of the foci of the
gregorian subreflector (which is coincident with the focus of the main
reflector in the absence of deflection) to separate by a maximum of 8". It
is anticipated that deflection of the main reflector surface would move its
focus in the same direction and thus reduce this separation, but it is not
known at this time how much this reduction would be. The small
subreflector (4.07m x 4.33m) on the GBT would have provision for tilting
about two orthogonal axes to compensate for higher frequency components of
the pointing error spectrum. C. Brockway in GBT Memo No. 33 contemplates
the compensation of focus travel by the tilt mechanism of the subrefleetor
in lieu of translating it. This memo presents an analysis of the effects
of focus travel and the amount of compensation that can be achieved by
either tilting or translating the subreflector, while no correction is
applied to the feed.

The analysis is done at 5 GHz and with the small subreflector. A
Jacobi Bessel/GTD program is used in the analysis. Focus travels of 2", 4"
and 8" are considered. Figure 1 shows the geometry of the feed and
subreflector displacement. In the following discussions, a designation of
+4" represents a travel of 4" towards the axis of the telescope in a
direction normal to it, and -4" a travel away from the axis. The
deflection of the arm would result in a very small component of travel in
the telescope axial direction for the feed and subreflector. This could be
corrected for by translating the subreflector axially. The 8" deflection
could be offset, by positioning the feed and subreflector at their nominal
positions when the telescope is at 45° elevation in which case they would
displace to -4" at zenith and +4" at horizon. The effect of such a setting
is also studied.

Figure 2 shows the far-field patterns of the telescope with zero
displacement for the feed and subreflector relative to the main reflector
(called the nominal case). For displacement of the feed and subreflector
as a unit by distances of 2", 4" and 8", the beam patterns and gains are
computed first. Table 1 lists the resulting performance and the beam
patterns are given in Figures 3 and 4. The beam is scanned in elevation
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and the scan angle (in the YZ plane of Figure 1) is given in the table.
Broken lines in the patterns indicate the telescope axis. For a travel of
+4", the gain loss is 0.91 dB, while for -4", the loss is 1.29 dB. The
reason for the difference is the uneven illumination taper at the far and
near edges of the main reflector by the subreflector scattered pattern.

For +8" travel, the gain loss is 3.91 dB. The -15 dB beamwidth relative to
the nominal case is also shown in the table. The main beam has become
wider and has overlapped with the first sidelobe. The effect is more
pronounced in the elevation plane.

While trying to reason out the high loss in gain, the travel of the
feed and subreflector could be thought of as travel of a prime focus feed.
If the feed and subreflector are moved in the Y’ direction in Figure 1,
instead of Y (as in the deflection case above), the computed gain loss is
0.5 dB for 4" displacement and 2.0 dB for 8" displacement. For the same
amount of displacements in the X' direction, the losses are 0.48 dB and
1.90 dB. The beam scanning angles are 1.88 half-power beamwidths (HPBW)
and 3.7 HPBW's for the Y’ displacement and 1.90 and 3.8 HPBW’s for the X'
displacements. Figure 5, reproduced from {1], gives the gain loss of
offset prime focus reflectors (£/D = 1L and 0.75) for lateral feed
displacements. The losses calculated above with additional data when
plotted in Figure 5 places the gain loss curve for £/D = 0.6 just below the
curve for £/D = 0.75. Also, the curve for the above data points falls in
the right location in Figure 6 from {2] and shown in Section 5 of GBT Memo
No. 3. For the above displacements, the scan angle to displacement ratio
is 1.1 HPBW/wavelength. The travel of the feed and subreflector due to the
deflection of the support arm has a component of movement along the Z’
direction in Figure 1 that possibly accounts for the additional gain loss.

To compensate for the focus travel, first the subreflector is tilted
(from the displaced location) about an axis behind it, in a direction that
would translate its focus towards the prime focus. It is observed that at
the optimum tilt angle for which the gain reaches a maximum, the
subreflector focus has travelled beyond the prime focus by a small amount.
Table 2 lists the tilt angles and the resulting performance. From Figures
7 and 8 of the far-field patterns, it is noted that the main beam is still
distorted with significant difference between the beams in the two
orthogonal planes. At +4" displacement, the gain loss is 0.2 dB, the main
beam is wider than the nominal case by 12% and the cross-polarization level
is up by about 2 dB.

Next, the subreflector is translated to compensate for the focus
travel. In Table 3, the performance of the telescope, when the
subreflector is translated by an amount equal to the deflection but in the
opposite sense, is presented. The far-field patterns are shown in Figures
9 and 10. The gain loss is only 0.05 dB even for the 8" deflection. The
beam patterns are identical in the two planes and compare well with the
nominal case. Cross-polarization at +4" displacement is worse by about
2 dB compared to the tilted case above, but the copolar beam is much
superior.
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The conclusion of this memo is that translating the subreflector is
the best method of compensating for focus travel, especially when the
travel is of the order of 4" or more. The small subreflector would have a
two-axes tilt mechanism for pointing corrections, which, if necessary,
could be used in addition to translation at very high frequencies. It
remains to be seen if any tilting would be required for the big

subreflector.
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Fig. 1. Geometry of feed and subreflector travel.
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Fig. 6. Beam scan gain loss for displacement in X' direction.
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