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The Plains of San Agustin: Site of the V L A 

US 60 climbs steadily westward from the Rio Grande Valley at Socorro 
skirting Socorro Peak with its "M" and then swings across the Snake Ranch 
flats before passing north of the Magdalena Mountains. From the village of 
Magdalena, an old ranching and mining town, another eleven miles brings one 
to a divide covered with pinon and juniper woodland. Beyond lie the Plains 
of San Agustin, an unbroken expanse of grassland rimmed by gentle mountains. 

The highway points the way--twenty-three miles as straight as it could be 
surveyed--to within a mile of Datil at the far edge of the open country. On 
these plains the world's largest and most sophisticated radio astronomy 
telescope will be built. 

THE V L A 

An instrument designed to receive signals from radio sources in the far 
reaches of the universe will be laid out in the foim of a huge inverted "Y" on 
this site. It is called the Very Large Array radio telescope or simply the VLA. 

Cost is estimated at about 76 million dollars. It will be built by funds 
from the National Science Foundation and will be operated by the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory under the management of Associated Universities, Incorporated 
of Upton, Long Island. The telescope is expected to become operational by 1976. 

The principal criteria in the site selection were a large area of flat land, 
lew geographic latitude, and high elevation. A dry climate and a quiet radio 
environment were other important considerations. The Plains of San Agustin fit 
all of these specifications to a remarkable degree. 


