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Sub jec t :  M in u te s  o f  R e c o r d e r  G r o u p  Te le con  He ld  9 F e b r u a r y  1989 a t  1300 EST

A t ten d ee s :  G. Peck,  (a t  H a y s t a ck )
A. Rog ers ,  H a y s t a c k
J. R o m n e y ,  C h a r lo t t e s v i l l e  
R. E s c o f f i e r ,C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e
B. C la rk ,  Socorro  
K. S te t te n ,  Socorro  
D. Bagr i ,  Socorro  
R. H ea ld ,  Socorro
C. Walker ,  Socorro

F o r m a t t e r .  S o f t w a r e  U p g r a d e s
A list o f  s o f t w a r e  ch an g es  w h ich  a re  needed  in the  f o r m a t t e r  was  b r i e f ly  d iscussed.  

T h e  most  se r io us  p ro b lem  ( the  f a i l u r e  o f  the  re mote  reset ) will  be i n v es t i g a t ed  whe n  J im 
L e v i n e  s t a r t s  t e s t ing  F o r m a t t e r  # 3  in a we ek  or two. O t h e r  c hanges  m ig h t  be h a n d le d  by 
N R A O .

H a r d w a r e  S ta tu s
Loca t io n E a u i o m e n t
P ie to w n D A R  3 + R E C  1
K i t t  Peak D A R  4
A O C R E C  2
H a y s t a c k D A R  1, D a r  2 being  r e t r o f i t t e d

R E C  3 being  used fo r  tests
PYB 1 a w a i t i n g  f i n a l  c h e ck o u t
PYB 2 sti ll  u n d e r  con s t ru c t io n

T h e  big push is to get D A R  1 e q u i p p e d  wi th  F o r m a t t e r  # 3  a n d  s h ip p ed  to the AOC.  
Some o f  the  b o a r d s  fo r  F o r m a t t e r  #3  ar e  s ti ll  a t  Da taCon.

R e c o r d e r  C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  Tests
Test s  on R E C  # 3  h av e  lead to a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  the  sources  o f  t r a c k i n g  er ror.  

A m od el  has  been d e v e lo p e d  to ex p la in  the  sens i t iv i t i es  o f  the t r a c k i n g  o f f se t s  to m ech an ica l  
a l i g n m e n t  er rors .  T h e  c a p s ta n  a l i g n m e n t  is the  most sens i t ive  (1 second  o f  a r c  ch a n g e  in 
c a p s t a n  ax is  t o w a r d s  the  v a c u u m  co lu m n s  sh i f t s  the  tape  by 0.6 microns )  a n d  e r ro rs  in the 
c a p s t a n  a l i g n m e n t  a n d  c a p s ta n  tapes  a re  p r o b a b ly  w h a t  makes  one m a c h i n e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom  
a n o t h e r .  Fo r  e x a m p le  the  f o r w a r d - r e v e r s e  o f f se t  can be m ade  equ a l  to zero  by ad j u s t i n g  the  
c a p s t a n  axis  in the  ve r t i c a l  p lane .  T h e  test  resul ts  an d  theo re t ic a l  model  is be ing w r i t t e n  up 
a n d  tests a r e  now  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on p ro p e r t i e s  of  the  tape  an d  its e f f e c t  on t r ac k ing .


