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VLBA Format

The group discussed the proposed VLBA format. The only serious objection to the proposal 

was the dropping of the parity bits in the time field, thereby allowing a long string of zeroes. It was 
suggested that the time field continue to be BCD with parity and a CRC code, but that room for 

more precision be obtained by moving the day and year (or Julian day) to the AUX field.

Penny and Giles

Penny and Giles of Wells, England, formerly Thorn EMI, have a contract to build two 

playback transports for the Bonn processor. They plan to use their transport and headstacks. If 

their attempts to build compatible headstacks runs into difficulties they plan to use Honeywell 

headstacks. At this time, they are concentrating on playback compatibility by using active tracking. 
We hope to get some data on intermachine tracking signatures (Model 96/Penny & Giles) in the 
near future. Penny and Giles are very enthusiastic about longitudinal recording technology.
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Production Headstacks
The first production headstacks from Honeywell are now being evaluated.


