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Why an EPO Newsletter? 

Because there is so much to tell and it 
involves all of us! A part of the mission of 
the NRAO is to support the development of 
a society that is both scientifically and 
technically literate through educational 
programs and public outreach, and most of 
us, in one way or another, contribute to this 
on-going effort. This newsletter will keep 
you up-to-date on what's happening where, 
who is doing what, and how you can 
participate if you aren't already.   If you have 
ideas or suggestions to help us further 
support education and public outreach at 
NRAO-New Mexico, let us know: Robyn 
(x7243) rharriso@nrao.edu, or Dave (x7302) 
dfinley@nrao.edu. 

Public Tours 

Saturday, February 7, is the date of the next 
round of VLA tours for the general public. 

Last year we 
hosted 120 
guests during 
the February 
tours. In an 
effort to 
always keep 
things 
exciting, we 
did the tours 
during a 
sitewide 
power outage. 

We hope to forego that sort of drama this 
year, but if you're curious as to what else we 
can cook up, volunteer! We need four tour 
guides to give 2 tours each, lasting from an 
hour to an hour-and-a-half, depending on 
how long-winded you are and how many 

Jim Ulvestad leads a tour last February 

questions our guests have. The tours will 
start at 10:00 a.m. with the last tour leaving 
the Visitor Center at 2:00 p.m., putting us 
back in Socorro around,5:00 p.m. 

If February 7 won't work for you, consider 
volunteering for tours April 3. Those tours 
will start at noon and run until 4:00 to give 
our guests an opportunity to visit the Trinity 
Site in the morning. Contact Robyn if you 
want in on the fun! 

Art Gallery opens 

A new exhibit, located at the entrance to the 
Visitor Center theater, showcases 

photographs of the VLA taken by employees 
and tourists. The current photos include: a 
Photoshop creation by Mike Revnell; Tami 
and Kira Hale and "Flat Stanley"; Speck, the 
Australian Cattle Dog, who came to visit us 
during our first open house in 2002; the VLA 
in snow by Jim Campbell; an unusual 
perspective of the north arm from atop the 
ALMA tower by Nick Emerson; and an 
antenna landscape by James Sullivan. Stop by 
and take a look! 

We plan to change the exhibit periodically 
and have already received several more 
employee contributions. We are soliciting 



digital photos and 
art work from 
tourists as well. If 
you have something 
you'd like to 
contribute, please 
e-mail it to 
rhaiTiso@nrao.edu. 

Speck at the VLA 

And Speaking of Art... 

In a collaborative effort from several 
different individuals and departments, the 
Visitor Center now has a reconstructed 
3.6cm receiver on display to give visitors a 
closeup view of hardware they don't usually 
get to see. Jon Thunborg suggested the 
exhibit-and.helpedj"ound~up4)arts-and 
people. Rudy Latasa donated the cryogenic 
cooler, Everett Callan put it together, and the 

machine shop did 
an incredible job of 
encasing the whole 
works in clear 
plexiglass. They 
also cut a slice out 
of the feedhom and 
filed off all the 
sharp edges so our 
visitors can see the 
inner workings. 
Charley Chavez 
built the display 
box and installed it 
in the visitor center 
so that it won't tip 
over or get carried 

off. Bill Brundage and Peter Napier very 
patiently explained how the receiver works 
so informational signs could be made. Many 
thanks to all of those who contributed 
hardware and hard work. The exhibit not 
only shows the grace of these works of art, 

but also adds to the public's understanding of 
how our antennas function. 

Science Fair Judges Needed 

If you have ever toyed with the idea of being 
a local science fair judge (and even if it has 
never occurred to you before!) now is the 
time to act. The Socorro Middle and High 
School Science Fairs will be held Tuesday, 
February 10 in the Sarracino Middle School 
gym. The Magdalena Middle and High 
School science fairs will be the following 
day, Wednesday February 11, in the 
Magdalena school gym. NRAO has a history 
of supporting the local science education 
efforts by supplying enthusiastic judges for 
local fairs. As a judge you will be asked to 
look at five to seven projects, interview the 
students who did them, rank the projects 
according to the criteria provided, and give 
the students feedback on their efforts. Judges 
will be briefed at 8:00 a.m. both days. There 
will be morning refreshments at Sarracino 
and Magdalena judges will be provided 
lunch. It's an interesting way to connect with 
our schools and the youth of our 
communities. If you are interested in judging 
at either fair, please contact Robyn to sign up: 
x7243 orrharriso@nrao.edu 

Gift Shop notes 

A new DVD featuring the video presentations 
from the VLA, GBT, ALMA, and the VLA 
transporter will soon be available in the gift 
shop. Wattch our shopping website: 
http://www.vla.nrao.edu/genpub/shop/ 

For those who ordered windbreakers, we'll e- 
mail you when they arrive in early February. 

"The mission of the NRAO is to design, build, and operate large radio telescope facilities for use by the 
scientific community; to develop the electronics, software, and other technology systems that enable new 
astronomical science; to support the reduction, analysis, and dissemination of the results of observations 
made by the telescope users; to support the development of a society that is both scientifically and technically 
literate through educational programs and public outreach; and to support a program of staff scientific 
research that enables leadership and quality in all these areas." 


