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AROUND THE VLA
Congratulations! Dick Sramek has been
appointed local ALMA Head - Socorro. Mark
McKinnon, currently Deputy Assistant
Director for Green Bank Operations, will
transfer to Socorro Operations as Deputy
Assistant Director -Socorro Operations in late
June 2001. Mark will be responsible for both
the Electronics and Engineering Services
Divisions. Jim Ulvestad is now Deputy
Assistant Director for Socorro Operations,
responsible for the Scientific Services, Array
Operations, and Computing Divisions.

Joan Wrobel has joined the VLA/VLBA
Scheduling Committee and will be stepping
aside as Division Head of Array Operations.
Peggy Perley has been appointed the new
Array Operations Division Head.

Lew Serna, Jon Spargo, Jon Thunborg, Pat
Lewis, Jim Ruff, Guy Stanzione, Bob Broilo,
Gene Cole, and Allen Lewis attended the
Magdalena Science Fair on February 6. They
had a great time judging the exhibits and
eating lunch with the students. There were
some great exhibits, including a computer
personality test to determine whether a person
was right or left brained. One student had
designed a completely original type of motor.
Shella Lewis made her traditional cake for the
Science Fair - this year a perfect model of a
potted plant. Two savings bonds were
awarded to two outstanding projects.

FEBRUARY SKIES
The cast of celestial characters stays pretty
much the same for the month of February.
Venus is still very brilliant in the evening sky
to the west. Even though it will set an hour
earlier by the end of the month, it will be at its
brightest (magnitude -4.6) on the 21st when
331 square arcseconds of the planet's disk will
be sunlit.

The moon will be full on the 8th and during
its last quarter on the 15th, will be visible next
to the planet Mars near the head of the
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constellation Scorpius. This will be a great
dawn event for you early risers.

Jupiter and Saturn continue to be high in the
sky, not far from the Seven Sisters (Pleiades).
Things will begin to change soon however, as
Jupiter will begin to pull away from Saturn as
both pick up speed moving eastward. During
February, you should be able to see both in
the same field of view through binoculars.
This will be the last time you can do that for
two decades!

The New Mexico Tech Astronomy Club will
hold a public star party at the Etscorn Campus
Observatory during the new moon on
February 23, beginning at 7 p.m. All are
welcome.

J. Spargo

EMERGENCIES ON
THE JOB
EMS service reports should be filled out if
you are injured on the job or if a medical
emergency arises while you are at work. If
you are injured on the job or have a medical
condition which is brought on from a job
related incident, report to your supervisor,
then see an EMT. The EMT can provide first
responder treatment if necessary and will help
determine if a trip to the hospital or doctor is
required. Please keep in mind we want to see
you arrive at the doctor's office or hospital
without further complications.

VLA EMTs Garry Morris and Pat Madigan
are located in the Machine Shop; Brent Avery
and Joel Domschot in the warehouse; and
GeneCole in the Control Building.

G. Morris

SITE & WYE NEWS
The Track Crew has begun installing new
fences at some of the antenna stations on the
East Arm. Calves were beginning to get into
the stations and then can't find their way out!
New vehicle access gates were installed at
these locations. They have also been

replacing some the heavy rail gates at some of
the stations with in-house built gates. They
replaced 1/4 of the intersection at BE-7.

Charley Chavez has been busy re-keying
many of the lock sets that were still on the old
system. He has completed the CB Annex and
is preparing to replace doors at the VSQ's, the
AAB and the Track Crew trailer. Charley has
mounted the Domenici/Colwell bronze
plaque onto the large rocks outside the
Control Building.

The Grounds Crew has been trying to get back
to installing the wave guide LPS. ALMA
work and equipment failures have delayed the
LPS. The East Arm is complete and the North
Arm is 90% complete. If the weather and the
equipment cooperate, the West Arm should be
complete by the end of February.

The Auto Shop has been very busy. The "track
plow" has again been modified. The blade was
extended and a new 10 foot brush has been
installed. All of this necessitated major
modifications (so what's new?). They are now
preparing to modify a pickup truck to be used
by the Track Crew.

P. Lewis

NMSTAFF MAIL
NRAO computer policy requires individual
users to act responsibly and to respect the
rights of other users and the integrity of
computing facilities and related resources at
the NRAO and elsewhere. Users should also
recognize that the content of email, of
messages posted to news groups or mailing
lists, and of web pages hosted on the NRAO
computer facilities can all be identified as
originating from the NRAO and may therefore
be perceived as representing the Observatory.
It is therefore necessary to apply appropriate
standards of courtesy and relevance to the
NRAO mission in all such communications.

The nmstaff@nrao.edu is a mail list that
reaches every employee based in New
Mexico. There are others that can reach every
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employee in the company. Employees are
reminded that the uses of these official NRAO
e-mail listings are for official and authorized
Observatory business only, and should not be
used for personal or private purposes.

If you have any questions regarding these mail
listings or our Computing Use Policy, please
refer them to your supervisor or the Personnel
Office.

L. Serna

LOS ALAMOS
ELEVATION BEARING
CHANGE
On January 8"', a maintenance team consisting
of Jim Ruff, Gene Dunn, Paul Johnson, Steve
Aragon, John Wall, Steve Troy and Ramon
Gutierrez dressed in their warmest clothes and
changed a broken Elevation Bearing at the
Los Alamos VLBA antenna.

uroup viscussing rroceaure ana arety
Hazards Prior to Lifting Antenna

Before the job could be started, the team had
to make room by removing the vertex room
air coiiditioner and elevation syncro. They
also had to install additional guardrail to
protect them while they worked on the
elevated platform. Heavy steel beams were
then bolted to the elevation platform to
support the cantilevered load exerted by the
100-ton hydraulic jacks that would lift the
antenna dish.

RINGTAILTALE
When last we visited the cacomistle on the
mountain, there was some unfinished business
of a classic tale to tell.

The Bearing Pillow Block Being
Lowered from the Antenna

The hydraulic jacks were slowly extended but
instead of the dish rising, the elevation
platform deflected downward. This was a
very tense moment as the engineering analysis
revealed that the stress in the antenna would
be 10 times greater than normal with the
antenna supported on the jacks. Everyone
was positioned to look for signs of failure like
cracked welds or excessively bent metal.

Using the 100 Ton Press
to Remove the Old Bearing

After the elevation platform went down
almost 3 of an inch, the dish finally began to
lift. The pillow block that held the bearing
was then lowered to the ground where the
bearing was pushed out with a 100-ton press
that was fabricated specifically for this
purpose. A new bearing was then pressed into
the pillow block, which was subsequently
repositioned on the antenna.
(Photos by G. Dunn) J. Thunborg

It turns out the ringtail visiting Eric Carlowe's
dog food dishes was spied by his 80 pound
black male chow one evening. "Bear," as the
dog was aptly named, was of a playful nature
more so than territorial. Eric said he would sit
patiently and allow the family kittens to drink
milk from his dish, then make like a big cat
nip toy and let them romp around on him. So
perhaps when he saw this fancy tailed critter
at his dish he thought he had a new playmate.

But the ringtail had other expectations when
he suddenly saw this 80 pound behemoth
bounding up to say "Hi!"

When Eric heard the yowl his dog let out, he
stepped outside to see what the commotion
was. There was poor Bear, his back feet
serving as the pivot while he whirled in
circles, issuing a steady string of yelps -- the
cacomistle firmly attached to his upper lip --
centrifugal force stretching it straight out, and
that striped tail flying like a flamboyant flag.

When the cacomistle finally released its grip,
it flew a way then hit the ground running for
the fence. Ol1' Bear, his dignity as thoroughly
punctured as his lip, headed the other
direction. His wound gradually healed, but he
never forgot the miserable reception afforded
him by that ringtail.

K. Gatlin

REMINDER: COMPANY
VEHICLE USERS
1. Refuel the vehicle for the next user.
2. Report mechanical problems promptly.
3. Smoking in vehicles is prohibited.
4. Only employees and official visitors are
authorized to travel in GSA and NSF
vehicles. No family members allowed.
These are mentioned because of incidents
brought to management's attention.

S. Lagoyda


