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WHERE DO WE WANT 
NRAO TO BE FIVE YEARS 
FROM NOW? TEN YEARS? 

A GOOD TIME TO ASK — 
CHANGE IS POSSIBLE: 

— AUI will propose this year for a new 
cooperative agreement to run the NRAO; 

— there is a "new AUI"; 
— the decade survey is underway now. 



National Radio Astronomy Observatory: 

— to design, build, and operate large radio 
telescope facilities for use by the scientific 
community; 

— to develop the electronics, software, and 
other technology systems that enable new 
astronomical science; 

— to support the reduction, analysis, and 
dissemination of the results of 
observations made by the telescope users; 

— to support the development of a society 
that is both scientifically and technically 
literate through educational programs 
and public outreach; 

— to support a program of staff scientific 
research that enables leadership and 
quality in all these areas. 



Facilities 
Green Bank Telescope 

(replacing the 300 Foot and 140 Foot) 
Millimeter Array 

(replacing the 12 Meter) 
Very Large Array Expansion 

Very Long Baseline Array 
and participation in space VLBI (ARISE) 

Participation in the: 
Frequency Agile Solar Radiotelescope 

Long Wavelength Array 

Long Range Definition and Development: 
Square Kilometer Array 

Sub-mm Probe of the Evolution of Cosmic Structure 



Challenges 
Maintaining our high standards for telescope 
performance and operations, while improving 
user support; 
Conducting the technology development in 
instrumentation and software that is necessary to 
advance the state-of-the-art in radio astronomy; 
Finding new ways to work with university-based 
radio astronomy groups; 
Developing new mechanisms for integrating the user community into the long range planning process of the NRAO; 
Finding ways to work effectively with a growing number of international projects; 
Continuing to build Observatory programs in education and public outreach. 



Radio Community Challenge 

Growth in the astronomy budget at the NSF 
has been inadequate to support all of ground 
based astronomy, particularly in face of the 
enormous growth in NASA supported (space) 
astronomy. 

This problem is particularly acute for radio 
astronomy in that NSF is its only federal source 
of support, in contrast to IR/optical astronomy 
which gains support from both NSF and 
especially NASA. 

A proposal from AUI for an NRAO program 
of excellence, one that embraces change and 
reaches out to the universities in new ways, 
would be endorsed and could gain NSF 
support. 


